
 

 

St Mary the Virgin 

Riverhead with Dunton Green 

Sunday 5th April 2020 - Palm Sunday 

Matthew 21:1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 

saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 

untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will 

send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  ‘Tell the 

daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’ The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;  they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 

their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest heaven!’ 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is 

the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee  

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim,  

‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

the righteous shall enter through it. 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

and have become my salvation. 

22 The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing,  

and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the Lord has made;  

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Come, O Lord, and save us we pray.  



The crowds who are mentioned in Matthew’s gospel passage were probably travelling to Jerusalem for 

Passover with Jesus – maybe primarily from His own area of Nazareth, and they are playing their part too, 

obviously with some understanding because the things they are calling out are quotations from the Old 

Testament  –  with clear references to the coming Messiah.  They were spreading their cloaks on the road as 

well, which was a sign of royal homage, and waving branches cut from the trees – again a sign of celebration 

and acclamation referred to in the Books of Psalms – the Jewish hymns. Hosanna means Save! It was an 

exclamation of praise and Son of David was a popular widely understood title for the Messiah. ‘Blessed is He 

Who comes in the Name of the Lord’ is a direct quote from Psalm 118 printed above which was later 

understood by the early Christians to have references to the Messiah. So what was it all about?  

 

Zechariah 9:9-12 

 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 

having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from 

Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle-bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the 

nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you, because of 

the blood of my covenant with you ,I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. Return to your fortress, O 

prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you  

The full quotation from Zechariah has a phrase in it which isn’t included in Matthew’s account  

Zech 9:9  ‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See your king comes to you, 

righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey’ 

Righteous and having salvation….what does that mean? 

What do we understand by that…? 

We know Jesus is righteous and we know that God declares Him to be His beloved Son, and we also know that 

He comes to bring salvation – that’s why we call Him ‘our Saviour, Jesus Christ’ 

 When we call Him ‘our Saviour’ we know we are referring to His death on the Cross 

where He literally saved us from our sins -  where he took our place and paid the penalty for all our sins.  That’s 

what we remember and give thanks for, when we come to take Communion. 

 

But Jesus also brings and offers salvation – help and saving -  in our current situation – personally, in our church 

situation, in our communities, across our country and the world. 

As Christians we must also be serious and committed to wanting to find His help – His salvation - in our lives 

right now  - whether individually, or in our family lives or our national life.   We need to commit to a 

relationship with Him and spend time with Him – which means praying.  If we seriously want His help – His 

salvation then we need to seriously commit to that on an ongoing, considered and thought-out basis. 

 

Here is a prayer that Paul wrote in his letter to the Christians at Ephesus. 

Now to him Who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at 

work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever, 

Amen 

 

 



 

The Collect for Palm Sunday 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Church Closure 

Very sadly, under orders from the Church of England, all churches are closed until further notice. No one, including 

Incumbents, Church Wardens and other church officers are allowed to enter. 

 

Loaves and Fishes 

There is probably an even greater need for this service during these very difficult times for us all.  If you are 

shopping for food etc if you can pop something extra into your basket I am sure it would be greatly appreciated.  

Margaret Holman at 2 Cranmer Road has a basket in her porch into which goods can be placed and she will 

undertake to deliver them to St John’s. 

 

Riverhead Londis 

Hi every one hope you all staying safe in doors .I’m PRITI PATEL we know from Londis.  Open as usual 7am to 10pm 

Monday to Saturday and Sunday 8am to 10pm. We have some groceries and milk bread too if you guys need some 

help call us on 01732667016 if any one older people need help Pleasegive them our number ,we try to deliver 

groceries.. Thank you Priti Patel Riverhead Londis 01732667016 

 

Sunday 5th April. Palm Sunday 

Those of you who have managed to download Zoom on your computers, I pads, tablets and laptops will be able to 

join in the Sunday  Communion Service . Have ready a small piece of bread and tiny glass of wine to partake of 

communion at the appropriate time 

 

Live Streaming from St Lukes  

Anne Bourne will be “live streaming” a service at 10.15am tomorrow via  YouTube.  You can access it by going on to 

the St Lukes website at that time or it will be recorded so you can watch at some later time if that is more 

convenient 

 

 



 


